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EQUITY&ACCESS
NON-DISCRIMINATION IN PROGRAMS&ACTIVITIES

Statement of Non-Discrimination-Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, Title II
California Online Public Schools is committed to a policy of educational equality. The organization does not
exclude, deny benefits to, or otherwise discriminate against any person on the basis of ethnic group
identification/ethnicity, national origin, ancestry, genetic information, race, color, sex (including pregnancy,
childbirth, breastfeeding, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, and gender expression), religious creed,
religion, physical or mental disability, medical condition, age, marital status, familial status, military and veteran
status, or any other category protected by federal or state law in the admission to, participation in, or receipt of
the services under any of The Schools’ educational programs and activities. The organization provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

This statement is in accordance with the provisions of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of
the Educational Amendment of 1972 (Title IX), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504),
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA), and Boy
Scouts of America Equal Access Act.

The following individuals are designated to coordinate compliance with these laws:

For School Employment-RelatedMatters

Assistant Superintendent of Human
Resources

Stephen Ford - School Related Inquiries
sford@californiaops.org
(800) 906-5166

For School RelatedMatters Other than Employment

Title IX Coordinator
Stephen Ford - Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
sford@californiaops.org
(800) 906-5166

504 Coordinator and StudentMatters
PhilWenker, InterimDirector of Student Services
pwenker@californiaops.org
(800) 906-5166

*All staff can be reached via themain CalOPS office phone number at (800) 906-5166.

For further information on public and student rights and the responsibilities of public schools, please visit the
California Department of Education’s Equal Opportunity and Access website.

For questions regarding the applicability of Title VII or Title IX, please contact:

U.S. Department of EducationOffice of Civil Rights
Lyndon Baines JohnsonDept. of Education Bldg.
400Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202
Toll Free Call Center: 800-421-3481
Fax: 202-453-6012

OCR@ed.gov
OCRComplaint Assessment System
OCRRegional Office Locations
OCRDiscrimination Complaint Form

Claims of discrimination by students in programs or activities conducted by the School must be processed in
accordance with the School’s Uniform Complaint Procedures (“UCP”) required by the California Code of
Regulations. 5 C.C.R. § 4610.
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Any student and/or caretaker may file a complaint in compliance with the school’s UniformComplaint Procedure,
located on the CalOPSwebsite californiaops.org.

Safe Place to Learn Act-EC 234.1, EC 234.6
California Online Public Schools has adopted policies pertaining to the following:

● Prohibition of discrimination and harassment based on characteristics set forth in EC § 220 and Penal
Code 422.55;

● Process for receiving and investigating complaints of discrimination and harassment;
● Maintenance of documentation of complaints and their resolution;
● Process to ensure complainants are protected from retaliation and the identity of a complainant is kept

confidential if appropriate; and
● Identification of a responsible LEA officer to ensure compliance.

CalOPS’s anti-discrimination and anti-harassment policies are available in the Student Handbook and online at
californiaops.org.

The notice shall be in English and in the primary language if 15 percent or more of the pupils enrolled in a public
school that provides instruction in kindergarten or any of grades 1 through 8 inclusive, speak a single primary
language other than English as determined by census data. The anti-discrimination and anti-harassment policies
shall also be posted in the schools’ administrative offices.

Bullying and Harassment Prevention Information-EC 234.6
Commencing with the 2020-21 academic year, each county office of education, school district, and charter school
– or LEA (“local education agency”) for the purpose of this section – shall ensure that all of the following
information is readily accessible in a prominent location on the local educational agency’s existing website in a
manner that is easily accessible to parents or guardians and pupils:

1) The LEA’s policy on pupil suicide prevention in grades 7 to 8
2) The LEA’s policy on pupil suicide prevention in kindergarten and grades 1 to 6, including reference to the

age appropriateness of that policy
3) The definition of discrimination and harassment based on sex, and the rights derived from the Sex Equity

in Education Act
4) The Title IX information and trainingmaterials included on a LEA’s internet website
5) A link to the Title IX information included on the department’s internet website
6) The LEA’s written policy on sexual harassment, as it pertains to pupils
7) The LEA’s policy, if it exists, on preventing and responding to hate violence
8) The LEA’s anti-discrimination, anti-harassment, anti-intimidation, and anti-bullying policies
9) The LEA’s anti-cyberbullying procedure
10) A section on social media bullying that includes all of the following references to possible forums for social

media bullying: Internet websites with free registration and ease of registration
a) Internet websites offering peer-to-peer instant messaging
b) Internet websites offering comment forums or sections
c) Internet websites offering image or video posting platforms

11) A link to statewide resources, including community-based organizations, compiled by the department
12) Any additional information the LEA deems important for preventing bullying and harassment

Please find this information at californiaops.org.

Sex Equity in Career Planning-EC 221.5(d)
Commencing in grade 7, School personnel shall assist pupils with course selection or career counseling,
affirmatively exploring the possibility of careers, or courses leading to careers based on the interest and ability of
the pupil and not on the pupil’s gender. Parents or legal guardians are notified so that theymay participate in such
counseling sessions and decisions.
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PROTECTED PUPILS
Education of Foster andMobile Youth-EC 512251(d)(1)(A)
Definitions: For the purposes of this annual notice the terms are defined as follows:

● “Foster youth”means any of the following:
1. A child who has been removed from their home pursuant to Section 309 of theWelfare and

Institutions Code.
2. A child who is the subject of a petition filed pursuant to CaliforniaWelfare and Institutions Code

(“WIC”) section 300 or 602 (whether or not the child has been removed from the child’s home by
juvenile court).

3. A child who is the subject of a petition filed pursuantWIC section 602, has been removed from the
child’s home by the juvenile court, and is in foster care.

4. A nonminor under the transition jurisdiction of the juvenile court, as described inWIC section 450,
who satisfies all of the following criteria:

5. The nonminor has attained 18 years of age while under an order of foster care placement by the
juvenile court.
a. The nonminor is in foster care under the placement and care responsibility of the county welfare

department, county probation department, Indian tribe, consortium of tribes, or tribal
organization.

b. The nonminor is participating in a transitional independent living case plan.
c. A dependent child of the court of an Indian tribe, consortium of tribes, or tribal organization who is

the subject of a petition filed in the tribal court.
6. A child who is the subject of a voluntary placement agreement, as defined inWIC section 11400. 

● “Former juvenile court school student” means a student who, upon completion of the student’s second year
of high school, transfers from a juvenile court school to the School, excluding a school district operated by
the Division of Juvenile Justice of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, from a juvenile court
school.

● “Child of a military family” refers to a student who resides in the household of an active dutymilitary
member.

● “Currently Migratory Child” refers to a child who, within the last 12-months, has movedwith a parent,
guardian, or other person having custody to the School from another Local Educational Agency (“LEA”),
either within California or from another state, so that the child or amember of the child’s immediate
family might secure temporary or seasonal employment in an agricultural or fishing activity, andwhose
parents or guardians have been informed of the child’s eligibility for migrant education services. This
includes a child who, without the parent/guardian, has continued tomigrate annually to secure temporary
or seasonal employment in an agricultural or fishing activity.

● “Student participating in a newcomer program”means a student who is participating in a program designed
tomeet the academic and transitional needs of newly arrived immigrant students that has as a primary
objective the development of English language proficiency.

Within this notice, foster youth, former juvenile court school students, a child of a military family, a currently
migratory child, and a student participating in the newcomer program will be collectively referred to as “Foster
and Mobile Youth.” Within this notice, a parent, guardian, or other person holding the educational rights for a
Foster andMobile Youth will be referred to as a “parent/guardian.”

Foster and Mobile Youth Liaison: The Chief Executive Officer or designee designates the following staff person
as the Liaison for Foster andMobile Youth:

ShannonDoss, SocialWorker
sdoss@californiaops.org
(800) 906-5166
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The Foster andMobile Youth Liaison’s responsibilities include but are not limited to the following:
1. Ensuring and facilitating the proper educational placement, enrollment in school, and checkout from

school of foster children.
2. Assisting foster children when transferring from one school to another school in ensuring proper

transfer of credits, records and grades.

School Stability: The School will work with foster youth and their parent/guardian to ensure that each student is
placed in the least restrictive educational programs, and has access to the academic resources, services, and
extracurricular and enrichment activities that are available to all students, including, but not necessarily limited
to, interscholastic sports. All decisions regarding a foster youth’s education and placement will be based on the
best interest of the child and shall consider, among other factors, educational stability and the opportunity to be
educated in the least restrictive educational setting necessary to achieve academic progress.

Foster youth, currently migratory children and children of military families have the right to remain in their school
of origin if it is in their best interest. The School will immediately enroll a foster youth, currently migratory child or
child of a military family seeking re-enrollment in the School as the student’s school of origin (subject to the
School’s capacity and pursuant to the procedures stated in the School’s charter and Board policy). If a dispute
arises regarding a foster youth’s request to remain in the School as the school of origin, the foster youth has the
right to remain in the School pending the resolution of the dispute. The School will also immediately enroll any
foster youth, currently migratory child or child of a military family seeking to transfer to the School (subject to the
School’s capacity and pursuant to the procedures stated in the School’s charter and Board policy) regardless of
the student’s ability to meet normal enrollment documentation or uniform requirements (e.g. producingmedical
records or academic records from a previous school).

Foster youth, currently migratory children, and children of military families have the right to remain in their
school of origin following the termination of the child’s status as a foster youth, currently migratory child or child
of a military family, as follows:

1. For students in Kindergarten through eighth grade, inclusive, the student will be allowed to continue in
the school of origin through the duration of the academic year in which the student’s status changed.

2. For students enrolled in high school, the student will be allowed to continue in the school of origin through
graduation.

Graduation Requirements: Foster and Mobile Youth who transfer to the School any time after the completion of
their second year of high school, and students participating in a newcomer program who are in their third or
fourth year of high school, shall be exempt from any of the School’s graduation requirements that are in excess of
the California minimum graduation requirements specified in Education Code section 51225.3 (“additional
graduation requirements”) unless the School makes a finding that the student is reasonably able to complete the
School’s graduation requirements by the end of the student’s fourth year of high school.

To determine whether a Foster and Mobile Youth is in their third or fourth year of high school, either the number
of credits the student has earned to the date of transfer or the length of the student’s school enrollment may be
used, whichever will qualify the student for the exemption. In the case of a student participating in a newcomer
program, enrollment in grade 11 or 12 based on the average age of students in the third or fourth year of high
school may be used to determine whether the student is in their third or fourth year of high school.

Within thirty (30) calendar days of the date that a student who may qualify for exemption under the above
requirements transfers into the School, the School shall notify the student, the parent/guardian, and where
applicable, the student’s social worker or probation officer, of the availability of the exemption and whether the
student qualifies for an exemption.
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The School shall notify and consult with students who are exempted from the School’s additional graduation
requirements and the student’s parent/guardian/educational rights holder. The consultation shall include all of
the following:

1. Discussion regarding how any of the requirements that are waivedmay affect the student’s
postsecondary education or vocation plans, including the ability to gain admission to a postsecondary
educational institution.

2. Discussion and information about other options available to the student, including, but not limited to, a
fifth year of high school, possible credit recovery, and any transfer opportunities available through the
California Community Colleges.

3. Consideration of the student’s academic data and any other information relevant tomaking an informed
decision onwhether to accept the exemption.

The School shall not require any student whowould otherwise be entitled to remain in attendance at the School
to accept the exemption from the School’s additional graduation requirements or deny the student enrollment
in, or the ability to complete, courses for which the student is otherwise eligible. The School shall not revoke an
exemption and shall grant an eligible student’s request for the exemption at any time if the student qualifies,
regardless of whether the student previously declined the exemption. 

If a Foster and Mobile Youth who was eligible for an exemption and 1) was not properly notified of the
availability of the exemption, or 2) previously declined the exemption pursuant to this Policy, the School shall
exempt the student within thirty (30) days of the exemption request, if an exemption is requested by the youth
and the youth at one time qualified for the exemption, even if the student is no longer a Foster andMobile Youth
or the court’s jurisdiction of the student has terminated.

An eligible student’s exemption from the School’s additional graduation requirements will continue to apply
while the student is enrolled in the School or if the student transfers to another school even after the court’s
jurisdiction terminates or the student no longer meets the definition of a child of military family, a currently
migratory child or a student participating in a newcomer program.

The School shall not require or request that a student transfer schools in order to qualify the student for the
exemption. Nor shall a student, a student’s parent/guardian or educational rights holder, or a student’s social
worker or probation officer request a transfer solely to qualify for an exemption from the School’s additional
graduation requirements.

If a student who is exempted from the School’s additional graduation requirements completes the California
minimum coursework requirements specified in Education Code section 51225.3 before the end of the student’s
fourth year of high school and would otherwise be entitled to remain in attendance at the School, the School
shall not require or request that the student graduate before the end of the student’s fourth year of high school.

If the School determines the student is reasonably able to complete the School’s additional graduation
requirements by the end of the student’s fifth year of high school, the School shall do the following:

1. Consult with the student of the student’s option to remain at the School for a fifth year to complete the
School’s graduation requirements.

2. Consult with the student, and the educational rights holder for the student, about how remaining in
school for a fifth year to complete the School’s graduation requirements will affect the student’s ability to
gain admission to a postsecondary educational institution.

3. Consult with and provide information to the student about transfer opportunities available through the
California Community Colleges.
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Permit the student to stay at the School for a fifth year to complete the School’s graduation requirements upon
agreement with the student, if the student is 18 years of age or older, or, if the student is under 18 years of age,
upon agreement with the educational rights holder for the student.

Through January 1, 2028, upon making a finding that a Foster and Mobile Youth is not reasonably able to
complete the School’s additional graduation requirements but is reasonably able to complete state coursework
requirements specified in Education Code Section 51225.3 within the student’s fifth year of high school, the
Executive Director or designee shall exempt the student from The School’s graduation requirements and provide
student the option of remaining in school for a fifth (5th) year to complete the statewide coursework
requirements. The School shall consult with the Foster and Mobile Youth and the educational rights holder
regarding all of the following: 

1. The student’s option to remain in school for a fifth year to complete the statewide coursework
requirements.

2. Howwaiving the local educational requirements and remaining in school for a fifth year may affect the
student’s postsecondary education or vocation plans, including the ability to gain admission to a
institution of higher education.

3. Whether any other options are available to the student, including, but not limited to, possible credit
recovery, and any transfer opportunities available through the California Community Colleges.

4. The student’s academic data and any other information relevant tomaking an informed decision on
whether to accept the exemption and option to remain in school for a fifth year to complete the statewide
coursework requirements.

If a Foster and Mobile Youth is not eligible for an exemption in the year in which the student transfers between
schools, because The School makes a finding that the student is reasonably able to complete The School’s
additional graduation requirements in time to graduate from high school by the end of the student’s fourth year
of high school, then The School shall do the following:

1. Within the first 30 calendar days of the following academic year, The School shall reevaluate eligibility;
2. Provide written notice to the student, the educational rights holder, and the student’s social worker or

probation officer, if applicable, whether the student qualifies for an exemption, based on the course
completion status of the student at the time of reevaluation, to determine if the student continues to be
reasonably able to complete The School’s additional graduation requirements in time to graduate from
high school by the end of the student’s fourth year of high school.

3. If, given their course completion status at that time the reevaluation is conducted, the student is not
reasonably able to complete The School additional graduation requirements in time to graduate from high
school by the end of the student’s fourth year of high school, the School shall:

i. provide the student with the option to receive an exemption from all coursework and other
requirements adopted by the governing board body of The School that are in addition to the
statewide coursework requirements specified in Section 51225.3, or 

ii. to stay in school for a fifth year to complete the School’s additional graduation requirements.

The School shall provide notification of the availability of these options. The student (if not a minor) or the
educational rights holder shall have sole discretion whether to accept the exemption, based on the student’s best
educational interests. 

Acceptance of Course Work: The School will accept any coursework satisfactorily completed at any public
school, a juvenile court school, a school in a country other than the United States, and/or a nonpublic,
nonsectarian school or agency by a Foster andMobile Youth.

The School will provide Foster and Mobile Youth credit for the partial completion of courses taken while
attending a public school, a juvenile court school, a school in a country other than the United States, and/or a
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nonpublic, nonsectarian school or agency. If the student did not complete the entire course, the School shall not
require the student to retake the portion of the course the student completed unless the School, in consultation
with the holder of educational rights for the student, finds that the student is reasonably able to complete the
requirements in time to graduate from high school. When partial credit is awarded in a particular course, the
Foster and Mobile Youth shall be enrolled in the same or equivalent course, if applicable, so that the student may
continue and complete the entire course. These students shall not be prevented from taking or retaking a course
tomeet California State University or the University of California admission eligibility requirements.

Student Records: When the School receives a transfer request and/or student records request for the
educational information and records of a foster youth from a new local educational agency (“LEA”), the School
shall provide these student records within two (2) business days. The School shall compile the complete
educational record of the student, including but not limited to a determination of seat time, full or partial credits
earned, current classes and grades, immunization and other records, and, if applicable, a copy of the student’s
special education records including assessments, IEPs, and/or 504 plans. All requests for student records will be
shared with the Foster and Mobile Youth Liaison, who shall be aware of the specific educational record keeping
needs of Foster andMobile Youth.

The School shall not lower a foster youth’s grades as a result of the student’s absence due to a verified court
appearance, related court ordered activity, or a change in the placement of the student made by a county or
placing agency. If a foster youth is absent from school due to a decision to change the placement of the student
made by a county or placing agency, the grades and credits of the student will be calculated as of the date the
student left the School.

In accordance with the School’s Educational Records and Student Information Policy, under limited
circumstances, the School may disclose student records or personally identifiable information contained in those
records to certain requesting parties including but not limited to a foster family agency and state and local
authorities within a juvenile justice system, without parent/guardian consent. Students who are 16 years of age or
older or have finished 10th grademay access their own school records.

Discipline Determinations: If the School intends to extend the suspension of any foster/ youth pending a
recommendation for expulsion, the School will invite the student’s attorney and an appropriate representative
from the relevant county agency to participate in the meeting at which the extension of the suspension will be
discussed.

If the School intends to suspend for more than ten (10) consecutive school days or expel a student with a disability
who is also a foster youth due to an act for which the recommendation for expulsion is discretionary, the School
will invite the student’s attorney and an appropriate representative from the relevant county agency to
participate in theManifestation Determination Reviewmeeting.

Complaints of Noncompliance: A complaint of noncompliance with any of the requirements outlined abovemay
be filed through the School’s Uniform Complaint Procedures. A copy of the Uniform Complaint Policy and
Procedures is available upon request at themain office.

Reporting Requirements 
The School shall report to the California Department of Education (“CDE”) annually on the number of students
who, for the prior school year, graduated with an exemption from the School’s graduation requirements that are
in addition to the statewide coursework requirements. This data shall be reported for students graduating in the
fourth year and fifth year cohorts, and shall be disaggregated by cohort, student category, race, and disability
status. The CDE shall make this data publicly available on an annual basis aligned with other reporting timelines
for the California dashboard graduation data. For purposes of this subdivision, “student category” means the
categories of students identified in the “Definitions” section of this Policy, above.
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Availability of Complete Policy: For any Foster andMobile Youth who enrolls at the School, a copy of the School’s
complete foster youth policy shall be provided at the time of enrollment. A copy of the complete Policy is available
upon request at californiaops.org.

Education of Homeless Children and Youth-42 USC § 11431-11435
The term “homeless children and youth” means individuals who lack a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime
residence. It includes children and youths who (42 U.S.C. § 11434a):

1. Are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason;
are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals;

2. Have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as
regular sleeping accommodations for human beings;

3. Are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or
similar settings; and/or

4. Migratory children and unaccompanied youth (youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian)
may be considered homeless if theymeet the above definition of “homeless.”

Homeless status is determined in cooperation with the parent or guardian. In the case of unaccompanied youth,
status is determined by the School Liaison.

School Liaison: The Chief Executive Officer or designee designates the following staff person as the School
Liaison for homeless students (42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(J)(ii)):

ShannonDoss, SocialWorker
sdoss@californiaops.org
(800) 906-5166

The School Liaison shall ensure that (42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)):
1. Homeless students are identified by school personnel and through outreach and coordination activities

with other entities and agencies, and through the annual housing questionnaire administered by the
School.

2. Homeless students enroll in and have a full and equal opportunity to succeed at the School.
3. Homeless students and families receive educational services for which they are eligible, including services

throughHead Start programs (including Early Head Start programs) under the Head Start Act, early
intervention services under part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, any other preschool
programs administered by the School, if any, and referrals to health care services, dental services, mental
health services and substance abuse services, housing services, and other appropriate services.

4. Parents/guardians are informed of the educational and related opportunities available to their children
and are providedwithmeaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children. Public
notice of the educational rights of homeless children is disseminated at places frequented by parents or
guardians of such youths, and unaccompanied youths, including schools, shelters, public libraries, and
soup kitchens, and in amanner and form understandable to the parents and guardians of homeless youth
and unaccompanied youth.

5. Enrollment/admissions disputes aremediated in accordance with law, the School’s charter, and Board
policy.

6. Parents/guardians and any unaccompanied youth are fully informed of all transportation services, as
applicable.

7. The School personnel providing services receive professional development and other support.
8. The School Liaison collaborates with State coordinators and community and school personnel responsible

for the provision of education and related services to homeless children and youths.
9. Unaccompanied youth are enrolled in school; have opportunities tomeet the same challenging State

academic standards as the State establishes for other children and youth; and are informed of their status

California Online Public Schools 10

https://californiaops.org/
mailto:sdoss@californiaops.org


as independent students under section 480 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and that the youthsmay
obtain assistance from the School Liaison to receive verification of such status for the purposes of the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid described in section 483 of the Act.

The California Department of Education publishes a list of the contact information for the Homeless Education
Liaisons in the state, which is available at: https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/

Housing Questionnaire: The School shall administer a housing questionnaire for purposes of identifying
homeless children and youth. The School shall ensure that the housing questionnaire is based on the best
practices developed by the CDE. The School shall annually provide the housing questionnaire to all
parents/guardians of students and to all unaccompanied youths at The School. The housing questionnaire shall
include an explanation of the rights and protections a student has as a homeless child or youth or as an
unaccompanied youth. The housing questionnaire shall be available in paper form. The housing questionnaire
shall be available in English, and if fifteen (15) percent or more of the students enrolled at The School speak a
single primary language other than English, it shall also be written in the primary language. The questionnaire
shall be translated into other languages upon request of a student’s parent/guardian or an unaccompanied youth.
The School shall collect the completed housing questionnaires and annually report to the CDE the number of
homeless children and youths and unaccompanied youths enrolled. (Education Code Section 48851.)

High School Graduation Requirements: Homeless students who transfer to the School any time after the
completion of their second year of high school shall be exempt from any of the School’s graduation requirements
that are in excess of the California minimum graduation requirements specified in Education Code section
51225.3 (“additional graduation requirements”) unless the School makes a finding that the student is reasonably
able to complete the School’s graduation requirements by the end of the student’s fourth year of high school.

To determine whether a homeless student is in their third or fourth year of high school, either the number of
credits the student has earned to the date of transfer or the length of the student’s school enrollment may be
used, whichever will qualify the student for the exemption.

Within thirty (30) calendar days of the date that a student who may qualify for exemption under the above
requirements transfers into the School, the School shall notify the student, the student’s educational rights
holder, and the School Liaison of the availability of the exemption and whether the student qualifies for an
exemption.

The School shall notify students who are exempted from the School’s additional graduation requirements and the
student’s educational rights holder of how any of the requirements that are waivedwill affect the student’s ability
to gain admission to a postsecondary educational institution and provide information about transfer
opportunities available through the California Community Colleges.

The School shall not require any student who would otherwise be entitled to remain in attendance at the School
to accept the exemption from the School’s additional graduation requirements or deny the student enrollment in,
or the ability to complete, courses for which the student is otherwise eligible. The School shall not revoke an
exemption and shall grant an eligible student’s request for the exemption at any time if the student qualifies,
regardless of whether the student previously declined the exemption. An eligible student’s exemption from the
School’s additional graduation requirements will continue to apply while the student is enrolled in the School or if
the student transfers to another school even after the student no longer meets the definition of a homeless child.

The School shall not require or request that a student transfer schools in order to qualify the student for the
exemption. Nor shall a student, a student’s parent/guardian or educational rights holder, or a student’s social
worker or probation officer request a transfer solely to qualify for an exemption from the School’s additional
graduation requirements.
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If a student who is exempted from the School’s additional graduation requirements completes the California
minimum coursework requirements specified in Education Code section 51225.3 before the end of the student’s
fourth year of high school andwould otherwise be entitled to remain in attendance at the School, the School shall
not require or request that the student graduate before the end of the student’s fourth year of high school.

If the School determines the student is reasonably able to complete the School’s graduation requirements by the
end of the student’s fifth year of high school, the School shall do the following:

1. Inform the student of the student’s option to remain at the School for a fifth year to complete the School’s
graduation requirements.

2. Inform the student, and the educational rights holder for the student, about how remaining in school for a
fifth year to complete the School’s graduation requirements will affect the student’s ability to gain
admission to a postsecondary educational institution.

3. Provide information to the student about transfer opportunities available through the California
Community Colleges.

4. Permit the student to stay at the School for a fifth year to complete the School’s graduation requirements
upon agreement with the student, if the student is 18 years of age or older, or, if the student is under 18
years of age, upon agreement with the educational rights holder for the student.

Acceptance of Course Work: The School will accept any coursework satisfactorily completed at any public
school, a juvenile court school, a school in a country other than the United States, and/or a nonpublic,
nonsectarian school or agency by a homeless student.

The School will provide homeless students credit for the partial completion of courses taken while attending a
public school, a juvenile court school, a school in a country other than the United States, and/or a nonpublic,
nonsectarian school or agency. If the student did not complete the entire course, the School shall not require the
student to retake the portion of the course the student completed unless the School, in consultation with the
holder of educational rights for the student, finds that the student is reasonably able to complete the
requirements in time to graduate from high school. When partial credit is awarded in a particular course, the
homeless student shall be enrolled in the same or equivalent course, if applicable, so that the student may
continue and complete the entire course. These students shall not be prevented from taking or retaking a course
tomeet California State University or the University of California admission eligibility requirements.

For any homeless student who enrolls at the School, a copy of the School’s complete policy shall be provided at
the time of enrollment. A copy of the complete Policy is available upon request at californiaops.org.

Education of Pregnant and Parenting Pupils-EC221.51, EC 222, EC 222.5, EC 6015
A pregnant or parenting pupil is defined as any pupil who gives or expects to give birth, or any parenting pupil who
identifies as the parent of an infant. Pregnant and parenting pupils are entitled to at least eight weeks of parental
leave, which can be taken before birth of the pupil's infant if there is a medical necessity, or after childbirth during
the school year in which the birth takes place, inclusive of anymandatory summer instruction. The pupil is neither
required to take time off nor notify their school that they are doing so; this is a guaranteed minimum right that
can be expanded if deemed medically necessary. Parental leave will be considered an excused absence, and the
pregnant or parenting pupil is not required to complete any academic work during this period.

A pregnant or parenting pupil may return to their previous school and course of study and is entitled tomake up
opportunities for any work missed during the leave. These students are allowed to enroll in a fifth year of high
school in order to complete any state or local graduation requirements, except when the school finds that the
pupil is reasonably able to complete these requirements in time to graduate high school by the end of their fourth
year.
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A pregnant or parenting pupil who does not wish to reenroll in his or her previous school is entitled to alternative
education options offered by the local education agency. If so enrolled, the pupil shall be given educational
programs, activities, and courses equal to those they would have been in if participating in the regular program.
Furthermore, a school may not penalize a student for using any of the accommodationsmentioned above.

If a student believes that his or her school is discriminating on the basis of sex in opposition to the rights and
entitlements listed above, that student can file a complaint through the standard UniformComplaint Procedures
of California Code of Regulations, Title 5 Sections 4600, et. seq.

Education of Immigrant Pupils-EC234.7(d)(1)
Except as required by state or federal law or as required to administer a state or federally supported educational
program, charter school officials and employees can't collect information or documents regarding citizenship or
immigration status of pupils or their family members. This same law requires notification to parents and
guardians relating to "know your rights" immigration enforcement.

Immigrant students are considered by California Online Public Schools to fall under the Foster andMobile Youth
Policy, so the same protections apply. Please find the full Foster andMobile Youth Policy within the State Specific
Handbook and upon request at californiaops.org.

Education of English Learners-EC 312.2
California Online Public Schools is committed to the success of its English Learners and support will be offered
both within academic classes and in supplemental settings for students who need additional support for English
language learning. The School will meet all applicable legal requirements for English Learners as they pertain to
annual notification to parents, student identification, placement, program options, English Learners and core
content instruction, teacher qualifications and training, reclassification to fluent English proficient status,
monitoring and evaluating program effectiveness, and standardized testing requirements. The School will
implement policies to assure proper placement, evaluation, and communication regarding English Learners and
the rights of students and parents.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Disabled Pupils-Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
California Online Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race or ethnicity, color, national origin, sex,
disability, age, gender, gender identity, gender expression, religion, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic
that is contained in the definition of hate crimes sent forth in Penal Code section 422.55, including immigration
status. The School does not discriminate on the basis of sex in the education program/activity of the school, and
that it is required by Title IX not to discriminate in such a manner. The requirement not to discriminate in the
education programs/ activities of the school extends to admission and employment, and inquiries about the
application for Title IX to the school may be referred to California Online Public School's Title IX Coordinator, to
the Assistant Secretary of Education, or both. Complaints alleging noncompliancemay also bemade by contacting
the school’s Superintendent. A copy of the school’s nondiscrimination policy and Title IX policy is available on the
School's website, californiaops.org, or upon request.

Section 504 requires California Online Public Schools to provide a free appropriate public education to qualified
students who have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one ormoremajor life activities.

IDEA Notification-34 CFR §300.154(d)(2)(v)
We are dedicated to the belief that all students can learn and must be guaranteed equal opportunity to become
contributing members of the academic environment and society. The School provides special education
instruction and related services in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Improvement
Act (“IDEA”), Education Code requirements, and applicable policies and procedures of the El Dorado County
SELPA services are available for special education students enrolled at the School. We offer high quality
educational programs and services for all our students in accordance with the assessed needs of each student.
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The School collaborates with parents, the student, teachers, and other agencies, as may be indicated, in order to
appropriately serve the educational needs of each student.

Pursuant to the IDEA and relevant state law, the School is responsible for identifying, locating, and evaluating
children enrolled at the School with known or suspected disabilities to determine whether a need for special
education and related services exists. This includes children with disabilities who are homeless or foster youth.
The School shall not deny nor discourage any student from enrollment solely due to a disability. If you believe
your child may be eligible for special education services, please contact:

California Online Public Schools
33272 Valle Road
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
Phone: (800) 906-5166

Child Find System-EC 56301
Federal and state law require that a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive
environment be offered to qualified pupils with disabilities ages 3 through 21 years, including pupils that are
migrant or homeless or wards of the state and children with disabilities attending private schools. Any parent
suspecting a child has exceptional needs due to a disability may request an assessment for eligibility for special
education services. The School’s child find policy and procedures are available within the California Specific
Handbook.

Child Find is a component of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) that requires states to identify,
locate, and evaluate all children with disabilities, aged birth to 21, who are in need of early intervention or special
education services. This Child Find web site is mainly focused on Part C of the IDEA, the Early Intervention
Program for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities. However, much of the information andmany of the links listed
on the Child Find web site can be useful in conducting child find for all young children, not just child find for
infants and toddlers.

Special Education Complaints-5 CCR 3080
Parents or guardians have a right to file a written complaint with the school if they believe the school is in
violation of federal or state law governing the identification or placement of special education students, or similar
issues. State regulations require the party filing the complaint to forward a copy of the complaint to California
Online Public Schools at the same time the party files the complaint with the California Department of Education.
The UniformComplaint Procedures used to file are available online at californiaops.org.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Information Regarding Financial Aid-EC 51225.7
The School shall ensure that each of its students receives information on how to properly complete and submit
the 1) Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or 2) the California Dream Act Application as
appropriate, at least once before the student enters 12th grade. The School will provide a copy of the FAFSA or
the California DreamAct Application upon request.

The FAFSA form and information regarding the FAFSA are available at:
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

The California DreamAct Application and information regarding the California DreamAct is available at:
https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/resources-california-dream-act-application

Pupil Fees and Collection of Debt-EC 49010 et seq.
California Online Public Schools are public charter schools that provide a free online public school education to all
their students. As part of this free public education, the School offers their students educational programs, for
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which no fees are charged to current students. Refer to the UniformComplaint Procedures if you feel the School
is not compliant.

CURRICULUM& INSTRUCTION
STATEWIDE TESTING
Participation and Option to Request Exemption-EC 60615, 5 CCR 852
CalOPS shall annually administer required state testing to the applicable grades (e.g., the California Assessment
of Student Performance and Progress [“CAASPP”].) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a parent’s or
guardian’s written request to School officials to excuse their child from any or all parts of the CAASPP shall be
granted. Upon request, parents have a right to information on the level of achievement of their student on every
State academic assessment administered to the student.

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress- EC 60640
The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (“CAASPP”) System was established on June 1,
2014. Commencing with the 2014-2015 school year, the CAASPP System includes Smarter Balanced Summative
assessments in English Language Arts and Math in grades three through eight and California Alternate
Assessments (“CAA”) in English Language Arts and Math in grades three through eight for students with
significant cognitive disabilities. The California Science Test (“CAST”) for science is required for all students in
grades five, eight unless the student’s IEP indicates administration of the CAA. A parent or guardianmaymake a
written request to excuse his or her child from any or all parts of the assessment.

PARENTALNOTICES

Non-Mandatory Programs for Parental/Pupil Participation-EC49091.18
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a school may not require a pupil or a pupil’s family to submit
to or participate in any of the following:

(a) Any assessment, analysis, evaluation, or monitoring of the quality or character of the pupil’s home life,
(b) Any form of parental screening or testing,
(c) Any nonacademic home-based counseling program,
(d) Parent training.
(e) Any prescribed family education service plan.
(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing the screening, testing, or training of public school

employees.

Cal Grant ProgramNotice-EC 69432.9
CalOPS is required by state law to submit the Grade Point Average (“GPA”) of all high school seniors byOct. 1 of
each year, unless the student over age 18 years of age or parent/guardian for those under 18 years of age opt-out.
Students currently in eleventh (11th) grade will be deemed a Cal Grant applicant, unless the student (or
parent/guardian, if the student is under 18 years of age) has opted out by or before February 1.

CURRICULUM

Comprehensive Sexual Health Education and HIV Prevention-EC 51938, EC 51931
The California Healthy Youth Act requires that comprehensive sexual health education and human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) prevention education be taught to students at least once inmiddle school and once
in high school, beginning no later than grade seven. California Online Public Schools provides this instruction in
grades 7 and 10. By state law, instruction and materials must be medically accurate, objective, age‐ appropriate
and inclusive of all students, as defined by law. The law requires that instruction and materials must encourage
students to communicate with parents, guardians or other trusted adults about human sexuality.

The purpose of this instruction is to:
● Provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary to protect their sexual and reproductive health

fromHIV and other sexually transmitted infections and from unintended pregnancy.
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● Provide students with the knowledge and skills they need to develop healthy attitudes concerning
adolescent growth and development, body image, gender, sexual orientation, relationships, marriage, and
family.

● Promote understanding of sexuality as a normal part of human development.
● Ensure students receive integrated, comprehensive, accurate, and unbiased sexual health and HIV

prevention instruction and provide educators with clear tools and guidance to accomplish that end.

The oversight for this course will be provided by one or more designated teachers as a separate pass/fail
non-credit bearing course from the standard Health and PE courses offered. The School will offer detailed
information about the curriculum as part of the parent notification.

Parents will have the ability to “opt out” of having their student participate in the comprehensive sexual health
and HIV prevention education course. Parents will be notified annually and/or upon enrollment of themethod for
opting out of the course. If the parents choose to opt out, the course will be removed from the student’s course
list.

You may find more information about the California Healthy Youth Act (California Education Code sections
51930–51939) and obtain copies of the law online at the California Department of Education website at
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/se/faq.asp.

Right to Refrain fromHarmful Use of Animals-EC 32255, et seq.
Pupils may choose to refrain from participating in educational projects involving the harmful or destructive use of
animals based on moral objections and may complete an alternative educational project acceptable to the
teacher. In order to refrain from participation, a parent or guardian must submit a written note of the objections
to participating in an educational project involving the harmful or destructive use of animals.

HIGH SCHOOLNOTIFICATIONS

High School Course Transferability and College Entrance-EC 47605(c)
CalOPS is accredited by WASC, all of its high school courses are considered transferable to other California high
schools. CalOPS has been approved by the University of California Office of the President following the extensive
process for online and independent study programs. CalOPS also has received “a-g” approval for more than 50
courses in all core content areas, including electives.

Many courses are also approved by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Eligibility Center
through a rigorous approval process to meet requirements for initial-eligibility for college athletes1. Please see
State Specific Handbook for further information on course offerings.
1 https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/hsAction?hsActionSubmit=searchHighSchool

College Admission Requirements-EC 51229
The UC “a-g” subject requirements for freshman admission are unique to the University of California and
California State University systems. A set of CalOPS core foreign language, multiple Advanced Placement (AP)
courses and most core English, Math and Social Studies courses have been approved by the University of
California.

Many lab science, visual/performing arts and career/technical education courses have also been approved.
Additional courses may be submitted by the school annually for approval. The “a-g” approved courses for
California Online Public Schools appear on the University of California Doorways HomeWebsite. Enter the legal
name of the school the student is or has been enrolled in to find the courses approved for that school. You may
also contact the school counselor for more information.

Alternatives to meet the UC “a-g” requirements if the school does not offer an approved course are as follows:
Students can take the SAT subject exam at the end of the course(s) and earn a qualifying score, take the Advanced
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Placement (AP) exam at the end of the course and earn a qualifying score, or complete a three (3) or more
semester unit (or four (4) or more quarter unit) UC-transferable California college course in the UC “a-g”
subject(s). Students may also complete “a-g” course requirements prior to coming to, or after leaving a CalOPS
school.

The UC and CSU “a-g” requirements are detailed below, and can be researched inmore detail at the University of
California website (www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions).

“a” History/Social Science 2 years required

“b” English 4 years required

“c” Mathematics 3 years required, 4 years recommended

“d” Laboratory Science 2 years required, 3 years recommended

“e” Language other than English 2 years required, 3 years recommended

“f” Visual and Performing Arts 1 year required

“g” College Preparatory Electives 1 year required

STUDENTHEALTH& SAFETY
STUDENTHEALTH

Physical Examinations and Right to Refuse-HSC 124040, HSC 124085
All students are to have completed a health screening examination on or before the 90th day after the student’s
entrance into first grade or such students must have obtained a waiver pursuant to Health and Safety Code
Sections 124040 and 124085. This examination can be obtained from your family physician or possibly through
the services provided by your County Health Department. Information and forms are distributed to students
enrolled in kindergarten. If your child’s medical status changes, please provide the teacher with a physician’s
written verification of the medical issue, especially if it impacts in any way your child’s ability to perform
schoolwork.

A parent/guardian having control or charge of any child enrolled in the School may file annually with the Site
Director of the school in which the child is enrolled a written and signed statement stating that the
parent/guardian will not consent to a physical examination of the child.

Immunizations-HSC 120325 &HSC 120335
Pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code and the California Code of Regulations, children must have a
minimum number of immunizations (shots) before they can attend school. Immunization records will be required
for all incoming students. Verification of immunizations will be completed with writtenmedical records from the
child’s doctor or immunization clinic. To ensure a safe learning environment for all students, California Online
Public Schools follows and abides by the health standards set forth by the state of California. Students will not
receive classroom-based instruction until all required records have been received. The immunization status of all
students will be reviewed periodically. Those students who do not meet the State guidelines may be excluded
from classroom-based instruction until the requirements are met. Students who have been exposed to a
communicable disease for which they have not been immunizedmay be excluded from school at the discretion of
the School. These required immunizations are listed below.
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Child’s Grade List of shots required to attend school

Entering
Kindergarten

Diphtheria, Pertussis, and Tetanus (DTaP) - Five (5) doses Polio - Four (4) doses
Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR) - Two (2) doses 
Hepatitis B (Hep B) - Three (3) doses
Varicella (chickenpox) – Two (2) doses

NOTE: Four doses of DTaP are allowed if one was given on or after the fourth birthday. Three
doses of DTaP meet the requirement if at least one dose of Tdap, DTaP, or DTP vaccine was given
on or after the seventh birthday (also meets the 7th-12th grade Tdap requirement.) One or two
doses of Td vaccine given on or after the seventh birthday count towards the requirement for
DTaP. Three doses of Polio are allowed if one was given on or after fourth birthday. MMR doses
must be given on or after first birthday. Two doses of measles, two doses of mumps, and one dose
of rubella vaccine meet the requirement, separately or combined. Combination vaccines (e.g.,
MMRV)meet the requirements for individual component vaccines.

Entering 7th

Grade
Tetanus, reducedDiphtheria, and acellular Pertussis (Tdap) - One (1) dose
Varicella (chickenpox) - Two (2) doses

NOTE: In order to begin 7th grade, students who had a valid personal belief exemption on file
with a public or private elementary or secondary school in California before January 1, 2016
must meet all requirements for children 7-17 years old (i.e., polio, MMR, varicella and primary
series for diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis), in addition to the 7th grade requirements for Tdap
and varicella (varicella requirement for seventh grade advancement expires after June 30, 2025).
At least one dose of pertussis-containing vaccine is required on or after the 7th birthday.

Oral Health Assessments-EC 48216, EC 49403
Students enrolled in kindergarten in a public school or while enrolled in first grade if the student was not
previously enrolled in kindergarten in a public school are required to have an oral health assessment completed
by a dental professional. Please contact the School if you have questions about this requirement.

Mental Health Services-AB 2022
California Online Public Schools recognizes that when unidentified and unaddressed, mental health challenges
can lead to poor academic performance, increased likelihood of suspension and expulsion, chronic absenteeism,
student attrition, homelessness, incarceration, and/or violence. Access to mental health services at the School
and in the community is not only critical to improving the physical and emotional safety of students, but it also
helps address barriers to learning and provides support so that all students can learn problem-solving skills and
achieve in school and, ultimately, in life. The following resources are available to your child:

Available with California Online Public Schools:
● School-based counseling services – your child is encouraged to directly contact a School counselor. Our

Assistant Principal of Counseling, Hazel Eng, can be reached at heng@californiaops.org. Our School
counselors support students by providing individual sessions, group or parent consultations whenever a
student is having a difficult time due to academic stress, transition to changes in their environment, or
social concerns, including isolation. Counseling services, whether provided by our School or by an outside
provider listed herein, are voluntary.
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● Special education services – if you believe your child may have a disability, you are encouraged to directly
contact PhilWenker, InterimDirector of Student Services, at pwenker@californiaops.org to request an
evaluation.

Available in the Community: 
● California Youth Crisis Line: 1 (800) 843-5200

o A statewide, 24/7, a free confidential, and anonymous hotline where youth ages 12-24 and those
supporting youth can talk to volunteer-trained counselors who offer crisis intervention counseling
and resource referrals to service providers in the caller's local community.

● Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a volunteer crisis counselor
● California Health andHuman Services Agency

Available Nationally: 
● National Suicide Prevention Hotline - This organization provides confidential support for adults and youth

in distress, including prevention and crisis resources. Available 24 hours at 1-800-273-8255.
● The Trevor Project - This organization provides suicide prevention and crisis intervention for LGBTQ

youth between the ages of 13 and 24. Available at 1-866-488-7386 or visit
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/. 

● Big Brothers/Big Sisters of America – This organization is a community- basedmentorship program.
Community-specific program information can be found online at https://www.bbbs.org or by calling (813)
720-8778.

Type I Diabetes-EC 49452.6
Type 1 diabetes usually develops in children and young adults but can occur at any age

● According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), cases of type 1 diabetes in youth
increased nationally from 187,000 in 2018 to 244,000 in 2019, representing an increase of 25 per 10,000
youths to 35 per 10,000 youths, respectively.

● The peak age of diagnosis of type 1 diabetes is 13-14 years, but diagnosis can also occur much earlier or
later in life.

Type 1 diabetes affects insulin production
● As a normal function, the body turns the carbohydrates in food into glucose (blood sugar), the basic fuel

for the body’s cells.
● The pancreasmakes insulin, a hormone that moves glucose from the blood into the cells.
● In type 1 diabetes, the body’s pancreas stopsmaking insulin, and blood glucose levels rise.
● Over time, glucose can reach dangerously high levels in the blood, which is called hyperglycemia.
● Untreated hyperglycemia can result in diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA), which is a life-threatening

complication of diabetes.

Risk Factors Associatedwith Type 1Diabetes
It is recommended that students displaying warning signs associated with type 1 diabetes, which are described
below, should be screened (tested) for the disease by their health care provider.

Risk Factors
Researchers do not completely understandwhy some people develop type 1 diabetes and others do not; however,
having a family history of type 1 diabetes can increase the likelihood of developing type 1 diabetes. Other factors
may play a role in developing type 1 diabetes, including environmental triggers such as viruses. Type 1 diabetes is
not caused by diet or lifestyle choices.
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Warning Signs and Symptoms Associatedwith Type 1Diabetes andDiabetic Ketoacidosis
Warning signs and symptoms of type 1 diabetes in children develop quickly, in a fewweeks ormonths, and can be
severe. If your child displays the warning signs below, contact your child’s primary health care provider or
pediatrician for a consultation to determine if screening your child for type 1 diabetes is appropriate:

● Increased thirst
● Increased urination, including bed-wetting after toilet training
● Increased hunger, even after eating
● Unexplainedweight loss
● Feeling very tired
● Blurred vision
● Very dry skin
● Slow healing of sores or cuts
● Moodiness, restlessness, irritability, or behavior changes

DKA is a complication of untreated type 1 diabetes. DKA is amedical emergency. Symptoms include:
● Fruity breath
● Dry/flushed skin
● Nausea
● Vomiting
● Stomach pains
● Trouble breathing
● Confusion

Types of Diabetes Screening Tests That Are Available
● Glycated hemoglobin (A1C) test. A blood test measures the average blood sugar level over two to three

months. An A1C level of 6.5 percent or higher on two separate tests indicates diabetes.
● Random (non-fasting) blood sugar test. A blood sample is taken any timewithout fasting. A random blood

sugar level of 200milligrams per deciliter (mg/dL) or higher suggests diabetes.
● Fasting blood sugar test. A blood sample is taken after an overnight fast. A level of 126mg/dL or higher on

two separate tests indicates diabetes.
● Oral glucose tolerance test. A test measuring the fasting blood sugar level after an overnight fast with

periodic testing for the next several hours after drinking a sugary liquid. A reading of more than 200
mg/dL after two hours indicates diabetes.

Type 1Diabetes Treatments
There are no known ways to prevent type 1 diabetes. Once type 1 diabetes develops, medication is the only
treatment. If your child is diagnosed with type 1 diabetes, their health care provider will be able to help develop a
treatment plan. Your child’s health care provider may refer your child to an endocrinologist, a doctor specializing
in the endocrine system and its disorders, such as diabetes.

Contact your student's health care provider if you have questions.

Type II Diabetes-EC 49452.7
Type 2 diabetes is themost common form of diabetes in adults.

● Until a few years ago, type 2 diabetes was rare in children, but it is becomingmore common, especially for
overweight teens.

● According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), one in three American children
born after 2000will develop type 2 diabetes in his or her lifetime.

Type 2 diabetes affects theway the body is able to use sugar (glucose) for energy.
● The body turns the carbohydrates in food into glucose, the basic fuel for the body’s cells.
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● The pancreasmakes insulin, a hormone that moves glucose from the blood to the cells.
● In type 2 diabetes, the body’s cells resist the effects of insulin, and blood glucose levels rise.
● Over time, glucose reaches dangerously high levels in the blood, which is called hyperglycemia.
● Hyperglycemia can lead to health problems like heart disease, blindness, and kidney failure.

Risk Factors Associatedwith Type 2Diabetes
It is recommended that students displaying or possibly experiencing the risk factors andwarning signs associated
with type 2 diabetes be screened (tested) for the disease.

Risk Factors
Researchers do not completely understandwhy some people develop type 2 diabetes and others do not; however,
the following risk factors are associated with an increased risk of type 2 diabetes in children:

● Being overweight. The single greatest risk factor for type 2 diabetes in children is excess weight. In the
U.S., almost one out of every five children is overweight. The chances aremore than double that an
overweight child will develop diabetes.

● Family history of diabetes. Many affected children and youth have at least one parent with diabetes or
have a significant family history of the disease.

● Inactivity. Being inactive further reduces the body's ability to respond to insulin.
● Specific racial/ethnic groups. Native Americans, African Americans, Hispanics/Latinos, or Asian/Pacific

Islanders aremore prone than other ethnic groups to develop type 2 diabetes.
● Puberty. Young people in puberty aremore likely to develop type 2 diabetes than younger children,

probably because of normal rises in hormone levels that can cause insulin resistance during this stage of
rapid growth and physical development.

Warning Signs and Symptoms Associatedwith Type 2Diabetes
Warning signs and symptoms of type 2 diabetes in children develop slowly, and initially there may be no
symptoms. However, not everyone with insulin resistance or type 2 diabetes develops these warning signs, and
not everyonewho has these symptoms necessarily has type 2 diabetes.

● Increased hunger, even after eating
● Unexplainedweight loss
● Increased thirst, drymouth, and frequent urination
● Feeling very tired
● Blurred vision
● Slow healing of sores or cuts
● Dark velvety or ridged patches of skin, especially on the back of the neck or under the arms
● Irregular periods, no periods, and/or excess facial and body hair growth in girls
● High blood pressure or abnormal blood fats levels

Type 2Diabetes PreventionMethods and Treatments
Healthy lifestyle choices can help prevent and treat type 2 diabetes. Evenwith a family history of diabetes, eating
healthy foods in the correct amounts and exercising regularly can help children achieve or maintain a normal
weight and normal blood glucose levels.

● Eat healthy foods.Makewise food choices. Eat foods low in fat and calories.
● Getmore physical activity. Increase physical activity to at least 60minutes every day.
● Takemedication. If diet and exercise are not enough to control the disease, it may be necessary to treat

type 2 diabetes withmedication.

The first step in treating type 2 diabetes is to visit a doctor. A doctor can determine if a child is overweight based
on the child's age, weight, and height. A doctor can also request tests of a child's blood glucose to see if the child
has diabetes or pre-diabetes (a condition whichmay lead to type 2 diabetes).

Types of Diabetes Screening Tests That Are Available:
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● Glycated hemoglobin (A1C) test.A blood test measures the average blood sugar level over two to three
months. An A1C level of 6.5 percent or higher on two separate tests indicates diabetes.

● Random (non-fasting) blood sugar test.A blood sample is taken at a random time. A random blood sugar
level of 200milligrams per deciliter (mg/dL) or higher suggests diabetes. This test must be confirmedwith
a fasting blood glucose test.

● Fasting blood sugar test.A blood sample is taken after an overnight fast. A fasting blood sugar level less
than 100mg/dL is normal. A level of 100 to 125mg/dL is considered pre-diabetes. A level of 126mg/dL or
higher on two separate tests indicates diabetes.

● Oral glucose tolerance test.A test measuring the fasting blood sugar level after an overnight fast with
periodic testing for the next several hours after drinking a sugary liquid. A reading of more than 200
mg/dL after two hours indicates diabetes.

Type 2 diabetes in children is a preventable/treatable disease and the guidance provided in this information sheet
is intended to raise awareness about this disease. Contact your student's health care provider if you have
questions.

STUDENT& SCHOOL SAFETY
Dangers of Synthetic Drugs-EC 48985.5
The illicit use and abuse of synthetic drugs represents an emerging and ongoing public health threat in California.
The fentanyl crisis specifically, has impacted communities across the state, leading to a sharp increase in fentanyl
poisonings and deaths in recent years.

This notice aims to address the crisis with a preventative approach ensuring students and families are educated
on the deadly consequences of recreational drug use.

A synthetic drug is a drug with properties and effects similar to a known hallucinogen or narcotic but having a
slightly altered chemical structure, especially such a drug created in order to evade existing restrictions against
illegal substances.

Synthetic drugs include but are not limited to synthetic cannabinoids (“synthetic marijuana,” “spice,” “k2”),
methamphetamines, bath salts, and fentanyl.

The California Department of Public Health (“CDPH”), has expounded on the extreme danger of drugs lacedwith
fentanyl. Illicit fentanyl can be added to other drugs to make them cheaper, more powerful, and more addictive.
Illicit fentanyl has been found in many drugs, including heroin, methamphetamine, counterfeit pills, and cocaine.
Fentanyl mixed with any drug increases the likelihood of a fatal overdose. Furthermore, it is nearly impossible to
tell if drugs have been lacedwith fentanyl without additional testing, because fentanyl cannot be seen, smelled, or
tasted when used as a lacing agent.

Additional information regarding fentanyl from the CDPH’s substance and addiction prevention branch can be
found here.

Comprehensive School Safety Plan-EC 35294.6
California Online Public Schools is required to develop a school safety plan, which includes a comprehensive
disaster preparedness plan. The school safety plan is sent out annually and available online at californiaops.org.

Firearm Safety Laws-EC 48986
The purpose of this notification is to inform and to remind parents and legal guardians of all students enrolled in
California Online Public Schools of their responsibilities for keeping firearms out of the hands of children as
required by California law. There have been many news reports of children bringing firearms to school. In many
instances, the child obtained the firearm(s) from his or her home. These incidents can be easily prevented by
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storing firearms in a safe and secure manner, including keeping them locked up when not in use and storing
them separately from ammunition.

To help everyone understand their legal responsibilities, this memorandum spells out California law regarding the
storage of firearms. Please take some time to review this memorandum and evaluate your own personal practices
to assure that you and your family are in compliance with California law.

● With very limited exceptions, California makes a person criminally liable for keeping any firearm, loaded
or unloaded, within any premises that are under their custody and control where that person knows or
reasonably should know that a child is likely to gain access to the firearm without the permission of the
child’s parent or legal guardian, and the child obtains access to the firearm and thereby (1) causes death or
injury to the child or any other person; (2) carries the firearm off the premises or to a public place,
including to any preschool or school grades kindergarten through twelfth grade, or to any
school-sponsored event, activity, or performance; or (3) unlawfully brandishes the firearm to others.1

o Note: The criminal penalty may be significantly greater if someone dies or suffers great bodily
injury as a result of the child gaining access to the firearm.

● With very limited exceptions, California alsomakes it a crime for a person to negligently store or leave any
firearm, loaded or unloaded, on their premises in a location where the person knows or reasonably should
know that a child is likely to gain access to it without the permission of the child’s parent or legal guardian,
unless reasonable action is taken to secure the firearm against access by the child, even where a minor
never actually accesses the firearm.2

● In addition to potential fines and terms of imprisonment, as of January 1, 2020, a gun owner found
criminally liable under these California laws faces prohibitions from possessing, controlling, owning,
receiving, or purchasing a firearm for 10 years.3

● Finally, a parent or guardianmay also be civilly liable for damages resulting from the discharge of a firearm
by that person’s child or ward.4

Note: Your county or city may have additional restrictions regarding the safe storage of firearms.
Thank you for helping to keep our children and schools safe. Remember that the easiest and safest way to comply
with the law is to keep firearms in a locked container or secured with a locking device that renders the firearm
inoperable.

1See California Penal Code sections 25100 through 25125 and 25200 through 25220.
2See California Penal Code section 25100I.
3 SeeCalifornia Civil Code Section 29805.
4 SeeCalifornia Civil Code Section 1714.3.

Human Trafficking Prevention-EC 49381
California has the highest number of incidents of human trafficking in the U.S., and all students may be vulnerable.
CalOPS believes it is a priority to inform our students about (1) prevalence, nature of and strategies to reduce the
risk of human trafficking, techniques to set healthy boundaries, and how to safely seek assistance, and (2) how
social media andmobile device applications are used for human trafficking.

In accordance with the California Healthy Youth Act, the School will provide age-appropriate instruction on the
prevention of human trafficking, including sexual abuse, assault, and harassment. You have the right to excuse
your child from all or part of the instruction on the prevention of human trafficking. An opt-out form is available
by request at californiaops.org for your convenience. Your consent for this instruction is NOT required. If we do
not receive a written request to excuse your child, your child will be included in the instruction.

Information and materials for parents/guardians about the curriculum and resources on prevention of human
trafficking and abuse, including sexual abuse, assault, and harassment are available on the CalOPS website for
your review.
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STAFF-STUDENT INTERACTIONS
Code of Conduct-EC 44050
California Online Public Schools expects all staff members, volunteers, independent contractors, boardmembers,
and all others participating in School activities (collectively, “Staff”), to maintain the highest professional, moral,
and ethical standards in their conduct with students. Furthering those goals, the School is committed to ensuring
that all individuals who work with or have contact with students conduct themselves in a way that is supportive,
positive, professional, and non-exploitative. Staff are role models for students, whether on or off school property
and both during and outside of school hours.

All School Staff are expected to abide by a professional standard of conduct and model good citizenship for
students, parents, and the community. As such, interactions between Staff and students should be based upon
mutual respect and trust, an understanding of the appropriate boundaries between adults and students in an
educational setting, and consistent with the educational mission of the School. Any type of sexual relationship,
sexual contact or behavior considered sexual in nature between School Staff and an enrolled student is strictly
prohibited. The prohibition applies to individuals of the same or opposite sex. It also applies whether or not the
student initiates, welcomes or reciprocates the behavior.

Staff are expected to understand that even the appearance of an inappropriate relationship will adversely impact
their effectiveness in the school environment. As such, Staff are strictly prohibited from forcing social and/or
personal relationships with students outside the classroom.

Prohibited Conduct
Staff members are prohibited from engaging in any of the following behaviors with students, whether on or off
School property andwhether on or outside of School hours. This list is not exhaustive:

● Engaging in any romantic or sexual relationship with students, including dating, flirting, sexual contact,
inappropriate physical displays of affection, kissing, or sexually suggestive comments between students
and staff;

● Fostering, encouraging, or participating in emotionally or socially intimate relationships with students
through communication or gift-giving;

● Initiating or continuing communications with students for reasons unrelated to any direct educational
purpose, including oral or written communication, telephone calls, electronic communication such as
texting, instant messaging, email, chat rooms, Facebook, or other social networking sites, webcams or
photographs;

● Socializing with students outside of instructional time;
● Providing alcohol or drugs (regardless of age) to students – either prescription or illegal (unless provided

pursuant to the Policy on Administration ofMedications)
● Engaging in any conduct that endangers students, staff, or others, including, but not limited to, physical

violence, threats of violence, or possession of a firearm or other weapon
● Engaging in harassing or discriminatory behavior towards students, parents/guardians, staff, or

community members, or failing or refusing to intervene with an act of discrimination, harassment,
intimidation, or bullying against a student is observed

● Possessing or viewing any pornography on school grounds, or possessing or viewing child pornography or
other imagery portraying children in a sexualizedmanner at any time

Reporting Procedures
Any person with knowledge or suspicion of an improper relationship between student and Staff must
immediately report the conduct to school administration. Anonymous complaints of inappropriate fraternization
by Staff with students will be investigated. Allegations of inappropriate staff-student behavior shall be promptly
investigated and will be treated as confidential and private to the extent possible within legal constraints. Staff,
students, and witnesses who make a good-faith report of a suspected inappropriate Staff-student relations
violations, or who cooperate in inquiries or investigations related to the investigation of such a report, shall be
protected from retaliation.
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SCHOOL POLICIES & PROCEDURES
RECORDS
Military Service Release of Information and Directory Information Notice-34 CFR § 99.37, 20 USC 7908
California Online Public Schools, upon request, provides to military recruiters and institutions of higher
education, its students’ names, addresses, and telephone numbers, unless the student’s parent/guardian has
submitted that prior consent is required for such disclosures. To require prior written consent for disclosure to
military recruiters and institutions of higher education, please provide such a request to the School in writing to
records@californiaops.org.

Compliance with Subpoena or Court Order-EC 49076, EC 49077, FERPA
A parent, legal guardian, or Eligible Student has the right to provide written consent before California Online
Public Schools discloses personally identifiable information (PII) contained in the student’s education records,
except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.

FERPA provides a number of exceptions to the requirement that written consent be obtained prior to the
disclosure of PII from a student’s education records. Under these exceptions, the School is permitted to disclose
personally identifiable information from education records without consent. The following are some, but not all,
examples of instances that do not require the School to obtain prior written consent to disclose PII from the
education records of a student:

● School officials with legitimate educational interests. An individual or entity that meets the criteria set
forth in this notification is determined to be a school official with a legitimate educational interest. School
officials include the following: persons employed by the School, whether paid or unpaid, administrator,
supervisor, instructor, or support staff; School Board of Directors members; authorizing bodies or school
districts, vendors employed by or under contract with the School, such as an attorney, auditor, consultant,
etc.; or a parent, student or volunteer serving in an official School capacity;

● Other schools when a student graduates or transfers. Upon request, the School discloses education
records without consent to officials of another school, district, or postsecondary institution where the
student seeks or intends to enroll, if the disclosure is for the purpose of the student’s enrollment or
transfer;

● Accrediting institutions in order to carry out their accrediting functions;
● Compliance with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena;
● Appropriate officials in the case of a health or safety emergency;
● State and local authorities within a juvenile system pursuant to applicable state law;
● Parents of an Eligible Student if the student is a dependent for IRS tax purposes; or
● Appropriate parties in connection with financial aid for which the student has applied or received.

Release of Student Records to School Officials and Employees of the District-FERPA
The School may provide a student’s educational records to third parties in certain situations listed under FERPA.
Examples include the transfer of educational records to the student’s new school upon request from the new
school, and the provision of educational records to school officials who possess a ‘legitimate educational interest’
in the student’s records, and the provision of educational records to contracted parties providing special
education related services. For more information on exceptions to the prior written consent rule, see the State
Specific Handbook.

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (“FERPA”) affords parents and students who are 18 years of age or
older (“eligible students”) certain rights with respect to the student’s education records. These rights are:

1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within five (5) business days after the day
the School receives a request for access. Parents or eligible students should submit to the School Chief
Executive Officer or designee a written request that identifies the records they wish to inspect. The
School official will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and
place where the recordsmay be inspected.
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2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent or eligible student
believes are inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights under FERPA.

Parents or eligible students who wish to ask the School to amend a record should write the School’s Chief
Executive Officer or designee, clearly identify the part of the record they want changed and specify why it should
be changed. If the School decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or eligible student, the
School will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision and of their right to a hearing regarding the
request for amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent
or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing. If the School decides to amend the record as requested
by the parent or eligible student, the Chief Executive Officer must order the correction or the removal and
destruction of the information and inform the parent or eligible student of the amendment in writing.

3. The right to provide written consent before the School discloses personally identifiable information (“PII”)
from the student's education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without
consent.

One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to School officials with legitimate
educational interests. A School official is a person employed by the School as an administrator, supervisor,
instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel) or a
person serving on the School’s Board of Directors. A School official also may include a volunteer, consultant,
vendor, or contractor outside of the School who performs an institutional service or function for which the School
would otherwise use its own employees and who is under the direct control of the school with respect to the use
and maintenance of PII from education records, such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist, or
contracted provider of digital educational platforms and/or services; a parent or student volunteering to serve on
an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee; or a parent, student, or other volunteer
assisting another School official in performing their tasks. A School official has a legitimate educational interest if
the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill their professional responsibility.

Upon request, the School discloses education records without consent to officials of another school district in
which a student seeks or intends to enroll, or is already enrolled, if the disclosure is for purposes of the student’s
enrollment or transfer.

Note that California Online Public Schools will not release information to third parties for immigration-
enforcement purposes, except as required by law or court order.

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the
School to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address of theOffice that administers
FERPA are:

Student Privacy Policy Office
U.S. Department of Education
400Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202

5. The right to request that the School not release student names, addresses and telephone listings to
military recruiters or institutions of higher education without prior written parental consent.

FERPA permits the disclosure of PII from student’s education records, without consent of the parent or eligible
student, if the disclosure meets certain conditions found in §99.31 of the FERPA regulations. Except for
disclosures to School officials, disclosures related to some judicial orders or lawfully issued subpoenas,
disclosures of directory information, and disclosures to the parent or eligible student, §99.32 of the FERPA
regulations requires the School to record the disclosure. Parents and eligible students have a right to inspect and
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review the record of disclosures. A School may disclose PII from the education records of a student without
obtaining prior written consent of the parents or the eligible student to the following parties:

1. School officials who have a legitimate educational interest as defined by 34 C.F.R. Part 99;
2. Other schools to which a student seeks or intends to enroll so long as the disclosure is for

purposes related to the student’s enrollment or transfer. When a student transfers schools, the
School will mail the original or a copy of a student’s cumulative file to the receiving district or
private school within ten (10) school days following the date the request is received from the
public school or private school where the student intends to enroll. School will make a reasonable
attempt to notify the parent or eligible student of the request for records at his/her last known
address, unless the disclosure is initiated by the parent or eligible student. Additionally, School will
give the parent or eligible student, upon request, a copy of the record that was disclosed and give
the parent or eligible student, upon request, an opportunity for hearing;

3. Certain government officials listed in 20 U.S.C. § 1232g(b)(1) in order to carry out lawful functions;
4. Appropriate parties in connection with a student’s application for, or receipt of, financial aid if it is

necessary to determine eligibility, amount of aid, conditions for aid or enforcing the terms and
conditions of the aid;

5. Organizations conducting certain studies for the School in accordance with 20 U.S.C. §
1232g(b)(1)(F);

6. Accrediting organizations in order to carry out their accrediting functions;
7. Parents of a dependent student as defined in section 152 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986;
8. Individuals or entities, in compliance with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena. Subject to

the exceptions found in 34 C.F.R. § 99.31(a)(9)(i), reasonable effort must be made to notify the
parent or eligible student of the order or subpoena in advance of compliance, so that the parent or
eligible student may seek a protective order;

9. Persons who need to know in cases of health and safety emergencies;
10. State and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system, pursuant to specific State law;
11. A foster family agency with jurisdiction over a currently enrolled or former student, a short-term

residential treatment program staff responsible for the education or case management of a
student, and a caregiver (regardless of whether the caregiver has been appointed as the student’s
educational rights holder) who has direct responsibility for the care of the student, including a
certified or licensed foster parent, an approved relative or nonrelated extended family member, or
a resource family, may access the current or most recent records of grades, transcripts,
attendance, discipline, and online communication on platforms established by School for student
and parents, and any individualized education program (“IEP”) or Section 504 plan that may have
been developed ormaintained by School; and/or

12. A victim of an alleged perpetrator of a crime of violence or a non-forcible sex offense. The
disclosure may only include the final results of the disciplinary proceedings conducted by the
School with respect to that alleged crime or offense. School discloses the final results of the
disciplinary proceeding regardless of whether the School concluded a violation was committed.

“Directory Information” is information that is generally not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if
released. The School may disclose the personally identifiable information that it has designated as directory
information without a parent’s prior written consent. The School has designated the following information as
directory information:

1. Student’s name
2. Student’s address
3. Parent’s/guardian’s address
4. Telephone listing
5. Student’s electronic mail address
6. Parent’s/guardian’s electronic mail address
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7. Photograph/video
8. Date and place of birth
9. Dates of attendance
10. Grade level
11. Participation in officially recognized activities and sports
12. Weight and height of members of athletic teams
13. Degrees, honors, and awards received
14. Themost recent educational agency or institution attended
15. Student ID number, user ID, or other unique personal identifier used to communicate in electronic

systems that cannot be used to access education records without a PIN, password, etc. (A
student’s social security number, in whole or in part, cannot be used for this purpose.)

If you do not want the School to disclose directory information from your child’s education records without your
prior written consent, you must notify the School in writing at the time of enrollment or re-enrollment. Please
notify our records team at: records@californiaops.org. A copy of the complete Policy is available upon request at
themain office.

ENGAGEMENT&PERFORMANCE

Parent & Family Engagement Policy & Compact-EC Section 11503; 20 USC Section § 6318[b][1-4]
2.0 With approval from the local governing board, California Connections Academy has jointly developed

with, and distributed to, parents and familymembers of participating children awritten parent and family
engagement policy, agreed upon by such parents, and updated periodically tomeet the changing needs of
parents and the school. (EC Section 11503; 20 United States Code [U.S.C.] Section [§] 6318[b][1-4]) 

At least onemeeting is held annually to discuss the Parent and Family Engagement Policy and School Parent
Compact. Further feedback is solicited throughmultiple avenues, including the "feedback" link on EMS,
phone,WebMail, regular school communications, field trips and back to school activities, and other
parent-oriented activities. The Board of Directors intends tomaintain at least one parent representative
among its members. The schools also survey parents each year in order to evaluate the school on a number of
criteria, including student progress, teacher support, and the quality of curriculum. 

● California Connections Academy Schools make effective use of all available technologies to
distribute information to parents. 

● In addition, parents are encouraged to set up conferences to discuss their student's performance.
● Regular school communications announce upcoming school events and are available online to all

parents. 
● Certain critical communicationsmay also be provided in print format. For example, the parent

trainingmodules are available in print as well as online, and official communications from the schools
about withdrawals are also provided via hard-copymail. 

● The schools also develop andmake available, via EMS, a school handbook that details all policies and
procedures specific to the schools. Translation of materials or availability of materials in other
formats (e.g., for those who have difficulty with their vision) aremade available upon request. 

2.1 Involvement of Parents in the Title I Program
The school-level parent and family engagement policy shall describe the means for how California Connections
Academy Schools school shall carry out the following requirements: (20 U.S.C. § 6318[b][1])

a. The school convenes an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of participating
children shall be invited to attend and encouraged to attend, to inform parents and family members
of their school’s participation in the Title I program and to explain the requirements, and the right of
the parents to be involved. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][1])
● Hold at least one annual meeting, with the option to participate virtually 
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● Administer an annual parent satisfaction survey which includes questions about academic
interventions. 

● Solicit feedback throughmultiple avenues, including the "feedback" link in the EMS®,
telephone, school communications, andWebMail. 

b. The school offers a flexible number of meetings, such asmeetings in themorning or evening, andmay
provide, with Title I funds, transportation, child care, or home visits, as such services relate to parental
involvement. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][2])

California Connections Academy School meetings are held virtually. The information regarding the
meeting, including themeeting room links, are provided to the families at least oneweek in advance.
The parent meetings are scheduled at select times during the school year and at varied times of day to
give the greatest opportunity for our families to attend. All meetings are recorded, and the recording
links are sent to all enrolled caretakers along with any follow up information within one business day.

c. The school involves parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and
improvement of the school’s Title I program, including the planning, review, and improvement of the
school parent and family engagement policy and the joint development of the schoolwide program
plan. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][3])

California Connections Academy Schools conduct an annual evaluation of the content and
effectiveness of this Parent and Family Engagement Policy in improving the quality of its Title I, Part A
plan. The evaluation includes identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in parent
involvement activities (with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are
disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority
background). The schools use the findings of the evaluation about its Parent and Family Engagement
Policy and activities to design strategies for more effective parent involvement, and to revise, if
necessary (andwith the involvement of parents) its parent involvement policies. 

Evaluationmethods include: 
o Hold at least one annual meeting, with the option to participate virtually 
o Administer an annual parent satisfaction survey which includes questions about academic

interventions. 
o Solicit feedback throughmultiple avenues, including the "feedback" link in the EMS®,

telephone, school communications, andWebMail. 

d. The school provides parents of participating children with the following: 
. Timely information about the Title I program. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][4][A])

California Connections Academy schools provide Title I program information to families
throughout the school year. This information is provided to participating families in several
formats including:WebMail, School Advisory CommitteeMeetings three times per school year,
Parent/Admin CollaborationMeetings three times per school year, and LCAP input form.

ii. A description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic
assessment used tomeasure student progress, and the achievement levels of the challenging state
academic standards. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][4][B])

Our Board of Directors approves the curriculum, textbook, and instructional material selections
annually. The Pearson Virtual Schools branded curriculum, including assessments, is aligned to the
California CommonCore State Standards, California Content Standards andNext Generation
Science Standards, as adopted by the State Board of Education for English- Language Arts,
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Mathematics, Health Education, History- Social Science, Physical Education, Science, Visual and
Performing Arts, andWorld Languages. Additional alignments are conducted for “a” to “g”
guidelines. The curriculum is updated regularly based on a rigorous analysis of student
performance on state standards as measured by state testing results and internal assessments.
The high quality proprietary curriculum integrates textbooks, lesson plans, and other content from
a variety of leading publishers including Pearson,McGraw-Hill, and Zaner-Bloser, many of which
are already on the state’s approved list. In addition to high-quality virtual and print textbook
resources, the curriculum features technology-based content from providers such as Grolier
Online, BrainPOP, HoughtonMifflin Harcourt, and Discovery Education. Pearson Virtual School’s
proprietary and highly effective online animated Teachlets® tutorials, which introduce challenging
topics and provide interactive practice, are also included. LiveLesson® sessions, which provide for
real-timeweb conferencing with individual and small groups of students using voice over IP, chat,
electronic whiteboard, and sharedweb surfing, allows teachers and students to interact with one
another in real time in a virtual classroom.

iii. If requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to
participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to
any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][4][C])

California Connections Academy is a fully online school that allows for regular parent, caretaker,
family and student interaction. Due to the nature of being online, all stakeholders havemultiple
opportunities to request and attend regular meetings as they feel appropriate. One such regular
meeting is their bi weekly call with their homeroom teacher. Stakeholders can also request more
frequent meetings as needed, Additional opportunities include but are not limited to: 

● School Advisory CommitteeMeetings
● Parent/Admin CollaborationMeetings
● English Learner Advisory CommitteeMeetings
● ProgressMonitoringMeetings
● Special Educationmeetings as appropriate
● Bi weekly phone calls
● LiveClass
● Social and Emotional support sessions

e. If the schoolwide program (SWP) plan is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, the
school submits any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the local
educational agency (LEA). (20 U.S.C. § 6318[c][5])

If the plan for Title I, Part A, developed under Section I 006 of the ESSA, is not satisfactory to the
parents of participating students, the schools will submit any parent comments with the plan when the
schools submit the plan to the California Department of Education. 

2.2 Building Capacity for Involvement 
To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, and the
community to improve student academic achievement, each school and local educational agency assisted under Title
I, Part A shall carry out the following requirements: (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e])

a. The school provides assistance to parents of children served by the school or LEA, as
appropriate, in understanding such topics as the challenging state academic standards, state and local
academic assessments, the requirements of Title I, Part A, and how tomonitor a child’s progress and
work with educators to improve the achievement of their children. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e][1])

During the school year, teachers and parents communicate regularly viaWebMail, telephone, and
LiveLesson™ sessions. Teachers formally conference with parents regularly. In addition, parents are
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directly involved in checking daily student work for completeness andmay view student grades and
other progress indicators in real time. Progress reports are provided to parents at least quarterly for
every student. Parents receive notifications from the school about student attendance and
participation in various aspects of the program. 

Parents have the opportunity to be intimately familiar with their students' progress on a day-to-day
basis. The schools' unique educationmanagement system (EMS) platform ensures that all parents
have access to complete data about their children's learning on a 24/7 basis. In the EMS, parents can
view in real timewhether their student is on track andmaking adequate progress. Students who are
not on track are identified if andwhen certain thresholds are reached related to completion of lessons,
attendance, contact with the teacher, and/or submission of required assessments or portfolio
assignments. The schools contact the parent of any student identified as needing support to discuss
issues impeding student's progress and to discuss strategies for getting the student back on track.
Parents are also providedwith frequent reports on their student's progress. For students who are
struggling, school staff meet to develop an intervention plan that directly involves the student and
parent. 

b. The school providesmaterials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their
children's achievement, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e][2])

Materials to encourage parent involvement are provided (with no cost to the family) including online
training, a handbook, and school communications such as newsletters andmessage boards. Daily
lesson plans are accessible 24/7 and enable parents to review and understand the objectives of each
lesson so that they can support their student's learning effectively. The teaching and administrative
staff and curriculum and technical support staff are also available viaWebMail or telephone to
provide required assistance and advising support. 

California Connections Academy Schools provide ongoing training and support to help parents carry
out their important role while making optimum use of the available technology tools and professional
teacher support. The schools' specific training and support efforts include an orientation for parents
to familiarize themselves with the features and components of the EMS. The training also includes
building an effective understanding of the academic program (content, standards and assessment) as
well as real-time tools for monitoring and improving student performance. Additional parent training
opportunities are provided throughout the school year. There is an area of the schools' website
specifically devoted to parent training and resources. 

c. The school educates teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other
school leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions
of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, andwork with parents as equal partners,
implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school. (20 U.S.C.
§ 6318[e][3])

California Connections Academy Schools are committed to providing high-quality and ongoing
professional development for both parents and staff to improve instruction and drive toward
proficiency on academic standards. California Connections Academy Schools provide teacher training
and professional development programs to equip teachers with the following: 

● Aworking knowledge of the Connections Academy® curriculum. 
● How to communicate andwork effectively with parents/families. 
● How to utilize and navigate the tools in the EMS. 
● How to develop personalized learning plans and individualized instructional programs,

including communicating with parents regarding instruction. 
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● Review of the different forms of assessment and how to utilize test results to guide
instruction. 

● Knowledge of school processes and policies. 
● How on-site staff and virtual teachers work collaboratively in the best interest of each

student. 

d. The school, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinates and integrates parent involvement
programs and activities with other federal, state, and local programs, including public preschool
programs, and conducts other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support
parents in more fully participating in the education of their children. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e][4])

California Connections Academy schools offer several online resources for our families to help
integrate parent involvement and encourage support and participation in their child’s education. Some
of these supports are listed below: 

● ParentWorkshops - focused onmental health topics to provide education and strategies to
support their student's mental health and social emotional wellbeing.

● OpenOffice Hours - one on one support with a particular mental health concern in a brief
consultation with our licensed clinical social worker.

● English Learning website- including links to family and student resources and support
● Field Trip and Events website- including upcoming school events in our school regions.
● Counselor’s Corner website- including links to family and student resources that include

academic supports, DEI resources and SEL supports. 
● closed Parent Facebook Page- allowing families to speakwith one another, sharing ideas,

concerns, and questions. 

e. The school ensures that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other
activities is sent to parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a
language the parents can understand. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e][5])

As virtual learning schools, California Connections Academy Schools are able to use technology and
the working partnership between parents and school staff to facilitate the full participation of parents
whomight otherwise face barriers to involvement. For example, parents with disabilities whomight
otherwise find it difficult to participate in their child's brick-and-mortar classroom can readily interact
through our online tools and resources. California Connections Academy Schools make every effort to
provide information in an understandable language and format so that parents can actively participate
in their student's schooling. 

f. The school provides such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this
section as parents may request. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[e][14])

● Students have the opportunity to participate regularly in both face-to-face and virtual
community activities. Face-to-face activities include field trips and community outings, in
accordance with federal, state and local health guidelines. Teachers use the telephone quite
extensively in communicating with students and parents. 

● WebMail is the proprietary private email system included in the EMS.WebMail is a "closed"
system. Students, parents, and teachers may only use it to communicate with each other, and
are protected from spam, contact from strangers, and other mainstream email issues. 

● Other examples of support to be provided for parent involvement activities include, but are
not limited to: providingmultiple ways to attendmeetings (face-to-face, phone, LiveLessonTM
sessions, and recordings), a private regional Facebook page for parent interactions, translating
materials upon request, and holding one-on-onemeetings and so forth. 
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2.3 Accessibility
In carrying out the parent and family engagement requirements of Title I, Part A, California Connections Academy
Schools, to the extent practicable, shall provide opportunities for the informed participation of parents and family
members (including parents and family members who have limited English proficiency, parents and family members
with disabilities, and parents and family members of migratory children), including providing information and school
reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA (20 U.S.C. § 6311), as amended by ESSA, in a format and, to the
extent practicable, in a language such parents understand. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[f])
● California Connections Academy Schools make effective use of all available technologies to

distribute information to parents. 
● In addition, parents are encouraged to set up conferences to discuss their student's performance. 
● Regular school communications announce upcoming school events and are available online to all

parents. 
● Certain critical communications may also be provided in print format. For example, the parent

training modules are available in print as well as online, and official communications from the
schools about withdrawals are also provided via hard-copymail. 

● The schools also develop and make available, via EMS, a school handbook that details all policies
and procedures specific to the schools. Translation of materials or availability of materials in other
formats (e.g., for those who have difficulty with their vision) aremade available upon request. 

2.4 School-Parent Compact 
As a component of the school-level parent and family engagement policy, each school served under this part shall
jointly develop with parents for all children served under this part a school-parent compact that outlines how
parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic
achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children
achieve the state’s high standards. The school-parent compact shall carry out the following requirements: (20 U.S.C. §
6318[d])
a) Describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive

and effective learning environment that enables the children served under Title I, Part A tomeet the
challenging state academic standards, and the ways in which each parent will be responsible for
supporting their children’s learning; volunteering in their child’s classroom; and participating, as
appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and positive use of extracurricular
time. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][1])

California Connections Academy Schools has a responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and
instruction to all of its students. The Board of Directors approves the curriculum, textbook, and
instructional material selections annually therefore, all students receive online and offlinematerials
needed to complete their course of study. The Pearson Virtual Schools branded curriculum, including
assessments, is aligned to the California CommonCore State Standards, California Content Standards
andNext Generation Science Standards, as adopted by the State Board of Education for
English-Language Arts, Mathematics, Health Education, History-Social Science, Physical Education,
Science, Visual and Performing Arts, andWorld Languages. Additional alignments are conducted for “a”
to “g” guidelines.

During the school year, teachers and parents communicate regularly viaWebMail, telephone, and Live
Class sessions. Teachers formally conference with parents regularly. In addition, parents are directly
involved in checking daily student work for completeness andmay view student grades and other
progress indicators in real time. Progress reports are provided to parents at least quarterly for every
student. Parents receive notifications from the school about student attendance and participation in
various aspects of the program. 

Parents understand that their participation in their child’s education will positively impact his/her
achievement and attitude. Therefore, they will do their best to: 
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● Ensure that their child attends/participates in school regularly. 
● Ensure that their child will use positive school behavior. 
● Encourage positive use of their child’s additional/non-school time. 
● Establish a time and quiet place for their child to complete schoolwork and support effort,

completion, and correctness. 

b) Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing basis through, at
a minimum, the following: (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][2])
1. Parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which the compact shall

be discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s achievement. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][2][A])

California Connections Academy Schools hold parent-teacher conferences during which the
School-Parent Compact is discussed as it relates to the individual child's achievement. If there are
performance concerns, or if students are falling behind and in escalation, the student's teacher
contacts parents via phone and/orWebMail and includes other teaching or administrative staff as
needed. The call focuses on the student's performance andwhat actions need to occur to get the
student back on-track. Teachers may also set up an in-personmeeting to discuss any student or parent
concerns and to work collaboratively to set goals and identify a timeline for improvement. 

2. Frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][2][B])

During the school year, teachers and parents communicate regularly viaWebMail, telephone, and Live
Class sessions. Teachers formally conference with parents regularly. In addition, parents are directly
involved in checking daily student work for completeness andmay view student grades and other
progress indicators in real time. Progress reports are provided to parents at least quarterly for every
student. Parents receive notifications from the school about student attendance and participation in
various aspects of the program. 

3. Reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and
observation of classroom activities. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[d][2][C])

Parents havemultiple opportunities to shape the overall school experience. They can volunteer to
chaperone student field trips, assist with student activities, serve on the schools' Board of
Directors as well as participate in Title I planningmeetings. Parents, Caretakers, and families may
volunteer for the school, however, volunteering is not required. 

4. Ensuring regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members and school staff, and,
to the extent practicable, in a language that family members can understand. (20 U.S.C. §
6318[d][2][D])

Wewill provide opportunities for regular communication between parents and teachers through: 
● Parent-teacher conferences; 
● Frequent reports about your child’s progress; 
● Opportunities to talk to staff, volunteer in class, and observe classroom activities; 
● Ensuring regular communication between family members and school staff to the extent

possible, in a language that family members can understand. 

**The policy will be updated periodically to meet changing needs of parents and family members and the school. If the
school has a process in place for involving parents and family members in planning and designing the school’s programs,
the school may use that process if it includes adequate representation of parents and family members of children receiving
Title I, Part A services.
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School Accountability Report Card (SARC)-EC 35256, EC 35258
By February 1 of each year, every school in California is required by state law to publish a School Accountability
Report Card (SARC). The SARC contains information about the condition and performance of each California
public school. Under the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) all local educational agencies (LEAs) are required
to prepare a Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP), which describes how they intend to meet annual
school-specific goals for all pupils, with specific activities to address state and local priorities. Additionally, data
reported in an LCAP is to be consistent with data reported in the SARC.

To gain access to your schools SARC, please visit our school website at: californiaops.org
For more information about SARC requirements, see the California Department of Education (CDE) SARC Web
page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/sa/.

For more information about the LCFF or LCAP, see the CDE LCFFWeb page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/.

For additional information about the school, parents/guardians, and community members should contact our
Superintendent or the school office. A hard copy of this information is available upon request.

PROCEDURALRESOURCES
Teacher Licensing, Right to Ask and FourWeek Notice-20 USC 6311
In accordance with the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), this is a notification from California Online Public
Schools to the parents of students in a school which receives federal Title I funding that you have the right to
request and receive information in a timely manner regarding the professional qualifications of your student's
classroom teachers. This information regarding the professional qualifications of your student's classroom
teachers shall include the following:

● If the teacher hasmet state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade level and subject areas taught;
● If the teacher is teaching under emergency or temporary status in which state qualifications and licensing

criteria are waived;
● The teacher’s baccalaureate degreemajor, graduate certification, and field of discipline; and
● Whether the student is provided services by paraprofessionals, and if so, their qualifications.

Families also have access to basic background information about the school’s teachers. This information, found in
Connexus through the teacher’s Teacher Profile Data View, includes teacher qualifications, experience, and
photos. If at any time your student is taught for 4 or more consecutive weeks by a teacher that does not meet
state-specific teacher effectiveness requirements, you will be notified by the school of this information. We will
also notify you if your student is being taught by a paraprofessional in support of their assigned teacher.

If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sexual Harassment Policy and Procedures-EC 231.5, 5 CCR 4917, EC 48980(h), EC 48985
Local agencies are required to notify students, employees, and parents/guardians of their written policy
prohibiting sexual harassment pursuant to Education Code sections 231.5 and 48980(h), and in accordance with
Education Code section 48985. These policies must include information as to where to obtain specific procedures
for reporting charges of sexual harassment and available remedies.

California Online Public Schools will not tolerate sexual harassment by anyone participating in any school
program or activity. This includes student-to-student or peer sexual harassment as well as harassment between a
student and any organization participant. The School takes all complaints of sexual harassment seriously,
investigates and addresses identified sexual harassment, and if the investigation results in the determination that
sexual harassment has occurred, takes reasonable, immediate corrective action to stop the harassment, eliminate
a hostile environment, and prevent future sexual harassment. Alleged pupil sexual harassment in violation of
CalOPS policy or federal or state law will be handled pursuant to CalOPS policy and procedures which can be
found in the Student Handbook and online at californiaops.org.
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California Education Code section 212.5 defines sexual harassment as any unwelcome sexual advances, requests
for sexual favors, and other verbal, visual, or physical conduct of a sexual naturemade by someone from or in the
work or educational setting, under any of the following conditions:

1) Submission to the conduct is explicitly or implicitly made a term or a condition of an individual’s
employment, academic status, or progress.

2) Submission to, or rejection of, the conduct by the individual is used as the basis of employment or
academic decisions affecting the individual.

3) The conduct has the purpose or effect of having a negative impact upon the individual’s work or academic
performance, or of creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive work or educational environment.

4) Submission to, or rejection of, the conduct by the individual is used as the basis for any decision affecting
the individual regarding benefits and services, honors, programs, or activities available at or through the
educational institution.

Uniform Complaint Procedures (UCP) Annual Notice-5 CCR 4600-4694
California Online Public Schools annually notifies our students, employees, parents or guardians of its students,
the district advisory committee, school advisory committees, appropriate private school officials, and other
interested parties of our Uniform Complaint Procedures (UCP) process. The UCP Annual Notice is available on
our website.

We are primarily responsible for compliance with federal and state laws and regulations, including those related
to unlawful discrimination, harassment, intimidation or bullying against any protected group, and all programs
and activities that are subject to the UCP.

Programs and Activities Subject to the UCP
● Accommodations for Pregnant and Parenting Pupils
● Career Technical and Technical Education and Career Technical and Technical Training Programs
● Consolidated Categorical Aid Programs
● Course Periods without Educational Content
● Discrimination, harassment, intimidation, or bullying against any protected group as identified under

sections 200 and 220 and Section 11135 of the Government Code, including any actual or perceived
characteristic as set forth in Section 422.55 of the Penal Code, or on the basis of a person’s association
with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics, in any program or
activity conducted by an educational institution, as defined in Section 210.3, that is funded directly by, or
that receives or benefits from, any state financial assistance.

● Educational and graduation requirements for pupils in foster care, pupils who are homeless, pupils from
military families, pupils formerly in Juvenile Court now enrolled in a school district, pupils who are
migratory, and pupils participating in a newcomer program.

● Every Student Succeeds Act
● Local Control and Accountability Plans (LCAP)
● Physical Education InstructionalMinutes
● Pupil Fees
● Reasonable Accommodations to a Lactating Pupil
● School Plans for Student Achievement
● Schoolsite Councils
● And any other state or federal educational program the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI)

or designee deems appropriate.

Filing a UCPComplaint
AUCP complaint shall be filed no later than one year from the date the alleged violation occurred.
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For complaints relating to Local Control and Accountability Plans (LCAP), the date of the alleged violation is the
date when the reviewing authority approves the LCAP or annual update that was adopted by our agency.

A pupil enrolled in any of our public schools shall not be required to pay a pupil fee for participation in an
educational activity.

A pupil fee complaint may be filed with the principal of a school or our superintendent or their designee.

A pupil fee or LCAP complaint may be filed anonymously, that is, without an identifying signature, if the
complainant provides evidence or information leading to evidence to support an allegation of noncompliance.

Contact Information
Complaints within the scope of the UCP are to be filed with the person responsible for processing complaints: 

Dr. Richard Savage
Superintendent
c/o California Online Public Schools
33272 Valle Rd.
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
(800) 906-5166

The above contact is knowledgeable about the laws and programs that they are assigned to investigate in
CalOPS. 

We shall post a standardized notice, in addition to this notice, with educational and graduation requirements for
pupils in foster care, pupils who are homeless, pupils frommilitary families, pupils formerly in Juvenile Court now
enrolled in a school district, pupils who aremigratory, and pupils participating in a newcomer program.

We advise complainants of the opportunity to appeal an Investigation Report of complaints regarding programs
within the scope of the UCP to the California Department of Education (CDE).

We advise complainants of civil law remedies, including injunctions, restraining orders, or other remedies or
orders that may be available under state or federal discrimination, harassment, intimidation or bullying laws, if
applicable.

Copies of our UCP procedures shall be available free of charge.

Involuntary Removal Notice-EC § 47605.6
No student shall be involuntarily removed by California Online Public Schools for any reason unless the parent or
guardian of the student has been provided written notice of intent to remove the student no less than five (5)
schooldays before the effective date of the action (“Involuntary Removal Notice”). The written notice shall be in
the native language of the student or the student’s parent or guardian or, if the student is a foster child or youth
or a homeless child or youth, the student’s educational rights holder. The Involuntary Removal Notice shall
include the charges against the student and an explanation of the student’s basic rights including the right to
request a hearing before the effective date of the action. The hearing shall be consistent with the School’s
expulsion procedures. If the student’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder requests a hearing, the
student shall remain enrolled and shall not be removed until the School issues a final decision. As used herein,
“involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include
suspensions or expulsions pursuant to the School’s suspension and expulsion policy.

Upon parent/guardian request for a hearing, the School will provide notice of hearing consistent with its
expulsion hearing process, through which the student has a fair opportunity to present testimony, evidence, and
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witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, and at which the student has the right to bring
legal counsel or an advocate. The notice of hearing shall be in the native language of the student or the student’s
parent or guardian or, if the student is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or youth, the student’s
educational rights holder and shall include a copy of the School’s expulsion hearing process.

If the parent/guardian is nonresponsive to the Involuntary Removal Notice, the Student will be disenrolled as of
the effective date set forth in the Involuntary Removal Notice. If parent/guardian requests a hearing and does not
attend on the date scheduled for the hearing the Student will be disenrolled effective the date of the hearing.

If as a result of the hearing the student is disenrolled, notice will be sent to the student’s last known district of
residence within thirty (30) days.

A hearing decision not to disenroll the student does not prevent the School from making a similar
recommendation in the future should student truancy continue or reoccur.
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